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y 1955 


'STRAINS'* IN SOVIET LEADERSHIP 


Because US studies smallest scraps evidence 
touching on stability Soviet regime, even 
minor "straws in wind" attract our atten- 
tion. Recently, such "straws" — appearing 
with increasing frequency — suggest all is 
not sweetness and light in Soviet 
"collective leadership.” 

Publicity treatment Party First Secre- 
tary Khrushchev strikingly preferential 
in past months. 

B. He, rather than Premier Ualenkov, has 
been official spokesman on such hot 
problems as- 

1. Soviet agricultural expansion, 

prog r am an ad- ma np Q wer -'tarirl^ yated to 


p rogram 


^ • lagging construct! 


on program, 


3. Anti-religious activity 
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2 . Has talk e a f r e e 1 y t o d i. p L or a l s a n d 

visitors, to ev\ci en t '• • i s cr u * t I e ^ c y. * 

•of Foreign Minister Molotov, 
has been bu , 1 t up by means faked 


history. 

1 . Examp • i - - ■ 1 is tea among Lenin 1 - 

M cl Of-yV: -l as s oc ia tes” dur lag o i v t i 
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war (untrue } * 

Set new date for annual Lea la celebra- 
tion ( in eyes of people, ties., him both 
to new holiday and to ’"revered leader 7) f 
Boast s of closeness to Stalin--” I p$& 


Vt:hr. 

if 
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)aw was drafted and con- 
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contrasty Vernier Malenkov has made no 
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A. Malenkov’s only solo publicity during 
’ 54 (New Year answers to US news 
agency's questions) played down in 
propaganda, compared to year before. 

III. Despite this contrast, Moscow observers 
unanimously agree Malenkov top dog when 
leaders seen together. 

A. Attlee delegation — Malenkov "first 
aaong equal'?." • 

6. Ambassador Bohlen — "two most important 
men... are Malenkov and Khrushchev, in 


i;-. ■ 


I/'.. 


that order." 

We believe that preservation "collective 
leadership" probably still prJ.ojPl.ty inter- 
est of top leaders as matter sel,#- 
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'^Straws in wind" show difference be- c t>' ^ 
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tweea present regime and Stalin’ s^| 


| |IP ' -k *etetplre building" by subordinete ^^CT tifef. . 
fetal. ’’ •' 

■ ^ ■ isltfv 
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In contrasty — ilcol leg.s.3 I” regime seems 
willing premit such maneuvering in 
hopes situation will correct itself. 


C. Apparently greater leeway for indi- 
vidual action could prove source of 
strength for regime due resultant 
improved Soviet decision-making. 

D. In any case, dangerous for us to hope 
for serious dislocations of regime 
merely on basis indications maneuvering’ 
within leadership. 
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